
 

1 Capital Spend. 

The revised annual budget for the 2017/18 Children & Families capital programme is 

£29.475 million.  The spend as at the end of January 2018 was £20.637 million.  This is 

slightly lower than forecast for this time of year mainly due to slippage on the IRIS scheme, 

as a suitable property has not yet been secured, slippage on the Paternoster School scheme 

caused by delays installing utility supplies and archaeological works taking longer than 

expected, together with delays in obtaining planning permission for the expansion works at 

Cleeve School and Beaufort Academy.   

 

The 2018/19 Children & Families Capital Programme, was approved by County Council on 

14th February 2018.  A copy of the programme is shown below. The overall budget for the 

programme is £51,195 million and is made up from Basic Need Grant from central 

government, Section 106 contributions secured from housing developments, school 

contributions and internal borrowing. 

 

2018/19 Capital Programme 

Grant

s106 

Contribution

School 

Contribution

Internal 

Borrowing Total

Capital Maintenance Programme 1,680,000 1,400,000 280,000 1,680,000

Health & Safety/accessibility etc. 800,000 800,000 800,000

Suitability bid programme 1,650,000 1,500,000 150,000 1,650,000

Basic Need provision 6,500,000 6,500,000 6,500,000

Ashchurch Primary replace temporary classrooms 600,000 370,000 230,000 600,000

Tredington Primary additional classroom 265,000 265,000 265,000

New Secondary School, Cheltenham 30,000,000 15,000,000 15,000,000 30,000,000

Cheltenham area additional primary places 4,000,000 4,000,000 4,000,000

Fairford Primary expansion 2,800,000 2,050,000 750,000 2,800,000

Hunts Grove Primary temporary accom 400,000 400,000 400,000

High Needs Programme Specialist Provision 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000

Innsworth Infant new reception classroom 300,000 300,000 300,000

The John Moore Primary expansion 1,200,000 1,200,000 1,200,000

51,195,000 33,320,000 2,445,000 430,000 15,000,000 51,195,000

Funding

BudgetScheme

 

Education Capital  

Schools’ Forum 
Date 

15th March 2018 

Type of Decision For information 

Background 
Documents 

 N/A 

Author Gareth Vine 

Purpose of Report To update the Forum 

Key 
Recommendations 

That the position be noted 

 

Resource 
Implications 

Total grant value for the 2018/19 Children and Families Capital 
Programmes is £33,320 million 



2. Pupil Place Planning 

 

There continues to be pressure within the school system to ensure there are sufficient school 

places available across the county.  There were a total of 13 capital schemes implemented 

for September 2017 providing nearly 200 temporary places and 75 permanent increases for 

Reception/Year 7 intake.  There continues to be growing demand for places across the 

county with the greatest pressure coming from Gloucester and Cheltenham.  This is reflected 

in the prioritisation of schemes in next years capital programme to meet the areas of demand 

for additional places. 

 

It is currently proposed that a paper reflecting the demographics within the county will be 

brought to the May School’s Forum meeting. 

 

3. Cheltenham Secondary School 

 

Since 2007 there has been an increase in birth rates which has, in part, resulted in a 

sustained growth in demand for school places.  This, coupled with additional pupil yield from 

strategic and non strategic housing, has resulted in the significant increase in demand for 

primary school places year on year in Cheltenham.  Since 2011 this rising demand has been 

met by working collaboratively with schools in the primary sector, and more recently with 

secondary schools to provide additional capacity as these pupils move into the secondary 

sector.  The latest data shows the pressure on both primary and secondary school places is 

concentrated in the southern area of Cheltenham. 

 
While we have managed to provide some additional capacity at existing secondary schools it 

is not feasible to adopt this approach to meet the identified future demand of between 6-8 

forms of entry (1200 places) in full as there would be a shortfall of at least 3-4 forms of entry 

unallocated with no flexibility going forward to cater for any unidentified need e.g. new 

housing.   Consequently we have recently commenced a competition to find a sponsor for a 

new 900 place (6 forms of entry) Secondary School which will meet the majority of the 

demand.  We will also need to be working with existing secondary schools to see how they 

could support us in meeting the demand from 2019 onwards.  It is currently anticipated that a 

sponsor will be appointed by Summer 2018 with a view to establishing the new school 

provision from September 2019.  Further details can be found on the dedicated webpage: 

School places in Cheltenham - Gloucestershire County Council 

 

The preferred location for the new school is in the southern area of the borough where the 

greatest demand is.  We are currently pursuing the allocation of a site in the Leckhampton 

area in the emerging Cheltenham Borough Local Plan to accommodate the new school. 

 

In light of the absence of a potential government funded free school (see below) we have 

had to secure the funding for the new school through combining available basic need funding 

and internal borrowing.  The overall capital cost will be offset through securing further 

Section 106 contributions from housing developments within the area. 

 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/school-places-in-cheltenham/


 

4. New Free School Bids 

 

There has been a delay in the announcement by the government as to when the next round 

of centrally funded free school will be.  It was anticipated that Wave 13 would originally be 

announced in Spring 2017.  It is still expected that there will be a further round of bids, 

although at a reduced level, but there is no clear timescale for this or the criteria for 

assessing new proposals. 

 

 


